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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Couneil met at noon.
The PRESIDENT took the Chair.

PROCLAMATION.

The Clerk of TParliaments (M. L, L.
Leake) read the proclamation of Tlis Exeel-
leney the Lient-Governor summening the fivst
session of the Eighteenth Parliament.

COMMISSIONER.

Hix  Excelleney's  Commissioner  (His
tlonor 3Mr. Justice Ihwyer) having entered
the Chamber at noon, a message was sent
to the Legislative Assembly requesting the
presence of members in the Council Chamber.

Members of the Legislative  Assembly
having arrived accordingly, the Commissioner
requested the Clerk to read His Kxeelleney's
Commission to do all things necessary in
the name and on the part of His Majesty
the King or in the name and on the part of
Ili« Excellency for the opening and hold-
ing of the fivst session of the Eighteenth Par-
liamnent.

The {‘ommission was read.

Tiae Commissioner read
statement :—

Afr. President, Hon. Mcmbers of the Legis-
lative Council and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

T have it in command from His Exeel-
leney the Lieut.-Governor to inform you that,
at 4 o’'clock this afternoun, His Excellency
will declare to you the eauses of his calling
together of this Parliament; and it being
neecssary that a Speaker of the Legislative
Aggembly should first be chesen, it is His
Excolleney’s pleasure that you, members of
the Legislative Assembly, repair to the place
where you are to sit, and having been duly
swoin by me in aceordance with the terms
of the Commission granted me by His Excel-
leney, you do eleet your Speaker and notify
the same to His Exeellency.

The Commissioner and members of the
Legislative Assembly retired from the Cham-
bers.

the following

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBRERS,

The members of the Legislative Assembly
having retived, the Clerk of Parliaments an-
nowneed the return of writs for the election
of members, showing that the following had
beer. duly elected :—on. J. M. Drew (Cen-
trul), Hon. G. B. Wood (East), Hon. L. B.
Bolton {Metropolitan), Hon. F. E. Gibson
(Metropolitan-Suburhan), Hon, G. W,
Miles (North), Hon. E. M. Heenan (North-
East), Hon. J, Cornell (Sounth), Hon. A.
Thormson (South-Enst), Hon. L, Craig
{South-West), Hon. W. H. Kitson (West).
These members took and subseribed the oath
and signed the roll.

Ritting suspended from 1220 ta 258 p.m.
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LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excellency the Licut.-Governor entered
the Council Chamnber at 3 p.m. and, the
members of the Legislative Assembly having
also attended in the Chamber, obediently
to summons, His Exccllency was pleased to
deliver the following Speech:—

Mr. President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

Sinee last Session, Parliament and the
State have suffered by the loss of Mr.
R. 8. Sampson, Member of the Legislative
Agsembly for Swan, who rendered many
years of taithful serviece to the people of
Western Australia. 1t is with great regret
also that T record the passing of the Honour-
able W. C. Angwin, who scrved the State
with distinetion in & number of important

positions.
The suecessful invasion of Western
Europe, combined with the magnificent

victories of the Allied Nations on other
fronts, has added to our confldence in certain
victory.

The removal of the imminent threat of
encmy attack has made possible the relaxa-
tion of some of the Civil Defence restric-
tions. Nevertheless the organisation and
training are heing maintained to meet an
cmergency shounld the necessity arise.

Enlistments of both men and women from
Western Australia remain the highest per
capita of any State in Australia. Contri-
butions to war savings certificates and war
savings bonds continue to be above tho
Australian average. Subscriptions by the
people fo patriotic funds have been main-
tnined and approximately £1,250,000 have
now been coliected for this purpose.

Ministers have maintained the closest co-
operation with the Commonweslth Govern-
ment in matters associated with the war
and post-war planning. State Departments
are still carvying out munch important war
work and, in collaboration with Common-
wealth Departments, ave making eonsiderable
progress in the preparations for reverting to
a peacetime economy.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

¥or the fourth year in succession the

State has experienced a surplus, the revenue
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for 1943-44 exceeding the expenditure by
£38,021, It has again been possible to make
a limited provision for arresxs of mainten-
ance which will have to be made good when
war condifions permit.

Loan expenditure is still restricted to
works which either have a defence value or
are of an essential character. Our Publie
Debt has been further reduced, borrowings
for the ycar heing less than contributions
to the Sinking Fund.

Mr, President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Couwncil—

My, Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

Despite the many difficulties inseparable
from wartime conditions, intensified cfforts
to improve and inerease the scope of
Secondary Industries in Western Australia
have been rewarded by a gratifying expan-
sion.

A nofable example is the production of
potash from alunite, which has aiready made
a valuable contribution to the State’s fer-
tiliser requirements. Substantial progress
has been made with the construction of the
large State pilot plant to produce alumina
from the residnes.

Complete details of the availability of
necessary utilities such as cleetric power,
fuel, process water, rail and harbour facili-
ties, ave being compiled to aid the regional
planning of selected areas.

As part of a plan for the post-war de-
velopment of basie industries, a large State
wood distillation and chareoal iron pilol
plant is now being erected. The Common-
wealth Government has made a grant of
£30,000 to the State to assist in the develop-
ment of this industry. The grant will ensure
its successful operation and should there-
fore hasten the day when the iron and steel
and associated industries are solidly estab-
lished in Western Australin. The latest
grant of £30,000 is additional to a Common-
wealth grant of the same amount made to
the State some time ago for the establish-
ment of eleetric steel furnaces.

CGiold mines which have ceased production
hecause of manpower shortage and other
war causes are heing maintained to permit
of early re-opening once the existing diffi-
enlties ave removed. Approzimately 4,500
men are still employed in the industry and
for the year 1943 uearly 550,000 ounces
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of gold were produced, valued at over
£5,700,000.

The State is supplying important strategic
minerals essential for war purposes, includ-
ing tantalite, beryl, miea, antimony, arsenie,
ashestos, and ved ochre. A mine to produce
pyrites has heen bronght inte production
with State Government assistance, and phos-
phatie rock is being obtained from a deposit
within the State. The continuance of pro-
duction of these minerals after the war will
materially assist in the development of the
State, particularly of the North-West,

The production of coal at Collie is being
ronsiderably increased by the operation of
the Stockton open-eut and the Wyvvern Col-
liery, which were hoth sponsored hy the
Government.

The opening of the present season was not
promising, but the opportune raing which
have fallen generally throughout the agrieul-
tural distriets of the State, although very
helated, have somewhat velieved anxiety.
The vesult of the season will depend to n
greater extent than usual on good finishing
rains and heavy intermediate falls to re-
plenish water supplies. Seasonal cireum-
stanees in many of our pastoral arcas are
fay from satisfactory.

Manpower shortages have cansed acute
difficulties in most of our rural induostries.
Much has been achieved in reaching produe-
tion goals in spite of many war-cansed dis-
abilities, and Distriect War Agrienltural
Committees have assisted in both State and
Conimonwealth spheres to make production
and manpower problems easier of solution.
The State Government is taking every op-
portunity to protect the wheat industry from
any further shrinkage and to plan for its
re-establishment in its proper place in our
economic life. Steps ave being taken to
ensure permanency in our rural economy of
such new industries as flax. Inifial experi-
menty in the Kimberley distriet with fodders
under irrigation have given promising re-
sults, and other examinations which will he
links with successful gettlement are at pre-
sent under investigation.

In spite of heavy demands and the dis-
ahilities caused by shortages of materials
and Iabour, the stock population of the State
has naot diminished.

An extensive examination has been made
of unalienated areas in the South-West por-
tion of the State likely to Dhe suitable for
land scttlement. The provision of further

farms from Crown lands is being preceded
by exhaustive examinations and soil sur-
veys and investigations into the ceonomie
possibilities of drainage exiensions.

The plans for the re-valuation of Condi-
tional urchase holdings in our outer areas
are npearing completion.

Hundreds of natives wha were previously
unemployed are now cngaged in profitable
occupations, principally in  pastora]l and
farming pursnits.

The vesonrees of the Railway Depariment
have been fuly taxed to cope with the heavy
demands of defence and civilian tralfie. The
construetion of additional locomotives, car-
riages und goods wagons is proceeding. Five
Standard Garratt locomotives have been
placed in cerviee, and an additional five are
being eonstructed.  Tenders for vix Diesel
traing to cost approximately £150,000 have
heen reeeived aned are now under considera-
lion. Provision is heing made for expen-
diture on  deferved maintenanee and im-
proved services, which will be undertaken as
soon us eonditions permit. Progress is being
made with the construction of a deviation
to eliminate the working of trains through
the tunnel at Swan View,

Information is heing prepared by the
Railway Department in eonnection with the
investigation by the Commonwenlth into the
standardisation of railway gauges in Aus-
tralia.

Tenders are being called for the plant for
the new Power Station to be created at Soath
Fremantle.

The Paoblie Works, Water Supply, and
Main Roads Departments have been substan-
tially engaged in earrying out defence works,
It is anticipated that these will gradually
teduce in volume, It will then be possible
to undertake some of the arrears of main-
tenanee works.

The State Shiphuilding Yards have sue-
cessfnlly launched five vessels built of local
hardwoods, and war work of considerable
magnitude, ineluding shipping repairs, has
been suceessfully carried ont ot the State
Fugineering Works,

Tt is anticipated that the report in con-
neetion with the inquivy into the proposed
development of an electricity supply scheme
for the South-West will be submitted later in
the year. i

The Bovap Brook reservoir which has been
completed, will materially assist in the pro-
cessing of loeally grown flax.
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Surveys and investigations are in progress
in econnection with post-war public works,
particularly a scheme for the reticulation of
water to serve 12 million acres of the State’s
agricnltural areas.

As a first step towards meeting the acute
housing shortage, a programme of 75 houses
has heen approved for Western Australia.
Construction has already commenced on 10
houses at Boyup Brook and 15 at Collie,
while tenders have heen called for 50 to be
creeted in the metropolitan area. The second
allocation to this State will he 90 houses, and
it is intended to build 50 in the metropolitan
avea and H¥ at various country centres,

In addition to velieving the immediate
shortage, this programme, which it is hoped
te expand from time to time, will establish
the nuclens of the organisation necessary io
undertake the huge task of meeting post-
war housing requirements. {(ireat diffienlties
are being experienced in securing the neces-
sary manpower. A conference of Common-
wealth and  State Ministers will be held
shortly to consider financial and other details
of the seheme, and in the menntime arrange-
wents for the necessary funds are heing made
by the Commonwealth Government.

Activn is heing taken to ohtain land for
the post-war housing programme, and legis-
Intion will be introduced conferring the
power fo exeente compulsory jand resump-
tions where neeessary for this purpose and
for slum clearance,

Jar-reaching developinents are in progress
in conneetion with the health of the com-
munity, aond reeent conferences hetween
Commonwealth and State authorities have
Leen most encouraging. A review of hospital
activitics and organisation within Western
Australia, particalarly in the light of post-
war requirements, is being made by a depart-
mental  committee. War conditions havs
greatly vestrieted the extension of hospital
facilities, but work on the Perth Hospital is
in progress. Amendments ave contemplated
to the Health Act and the Nurses Registra-
tion Aet. and it is proposed to introduee a
Bill dealing with the Physieal Fitness Com-
mittee.

Plans which are now being formulated to
give effeet to the amendment to the Educa-
tion Act passed last year, include the selee-
tion of sitex for new schools and the enlarge-
ment of existing areas to meet the demands
of the post-war period. A measure will be
introdueed to inerease the annual grant te

the University to £40,000, and to make other
amendments to the University Act.

The technical educational facilities of the
State have been used by the Commonwealth
to train 7,300 men and women of the Armed
BServiees. Preparations are being made to
meet adequately the demands of pre-voea-
tional and voeational training of discharged
soldiers, and the wvocational guidance of
children leaving school is being further de-
veloped to inelude students in larger country
ventres.

Consideration is being given to the estab-
lishment of facilities for dealing with
sub-normal and delinguent boys and girls.
Measures will be introduced to improve the
Adoption of Children Act and the Guardian-
ship of Infants Aect.

The Government has approved of the prin-
ciple of establishing free country lending
libravies with limited Government financial
assistance.  An honorary committee is being
appointed to recommend a secheme suitable to
Western Australian conditions.

The demand for timber continues to exceed
produetion capaeity, whieh is limited by man-
power and machinery problems. A substan-
tinl post-war programme is in preparation to
make up the lecway of forest development
and regeneration.

The quantity of firewood supplied through
the Forests Department daring the past six
months was 83 per cent. greater than for the
corresponding peviod last vear. For the
twelve months ended June 30th, 1944, ap-
proximately 60,000 tons have been supplied
tn woodyards, State Schools, Hospitals and
other institutions.

The fisheries research programme initiated
in 1941 has been steadily pursued, and valu-
able infermation relative to many phases of
the fishing industry has been obtained.

The Publie Trust Office in its second year
consgiderably increased its business and has
rendered valuahle serviee in handling de-
coazed soldiers’ cstates.

A measure will he introduced to ereate a
Promotions Appeal Board for Government
employees,

A Bill will be placed before you to liber-
alise the franchise for the Legislative
Council.

Other measures dealing with induostrial,
agricultural and social matters will also he
placed hefore vou for consideration.
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I now declare this Session of Parliament
open and trnst that Providence may bless
your labours.

His Excelleney then withdrew from the
Chamber.

The President took the Chair

BILL—GUARDIANSHIP OF INFANTS.

THE CHIEF BECRETARY: In order
to assert and maintain the undoubted rights
and privileges of this House to initiate legis-
lation, T move, without notice, for leave to
introduce a Bill entitled “An Aet to econ-
solidate and amend the Law relating to the
Guardianghip and Custody of Infants.”

Leave given: Bill introduced and vead a
first time.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION,

THE PRESIDENT: Vor the sake of
greater accuracy, I have obtained from His
Excellency the Lieut.-Governor copies of the
Specch he has heen pleased to deliver to
Parliament. These will be distributed among
hon. members.

ADDRESS-IN.-REPLY,
First Day.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [325]: I
move—

That the following Address be presented to
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor in reply
to the Speech he has heen pleased to deliver:—
““May 1t pleasc Your Excellency: We, the
members of the Legislative Couneil of the State
of Western Australia, in Parliament assembled,
heg to express our loyalty to our Most Gracei-
ous Sovereign and to thank YVour Excellency
for the Speech you have been pleased to deliver
to Parliament.’’

I have moved a similar motion on so many
oceasions that I am beginning to wonder
whether I am moving it again—or yet! I am
deeply grateful for the honour aceorded me.

Hon. J. Cornell: It may have been Hob-
son's choice!

Hon. G. FRASER: Things bave not
reached that stage yetl. We meet this year
in a much happier frame of mind than that
in which we have assembled in the previous
two or three years. We can congratulate
ourselves on the position that we, together
with the Allied Nations, hold today. As re-
vently as this time last year our country was
in very grave danger but, owing to the won-
derful manner in whiech the Allies have car-

ried out their task during the past twelve
months, we can today feel that we are safe
from any possibility of aggression. The feat
accomplished by the Allies recently is one of
which the people of Australia are immensely
proud. Tt must easily have been the greatest
militery feat in bistory. I refer to the land-
ing on the Freneh eoast, and not only the
landing but also the successful retention of
the bridgehead cstablished at that time,
Progress sinee then may not have heen as
rapic as many would have liked, but never-
theless we can he satisfied that the bridge-
head was sueeessfully established, and we
feel confident there will he no vetrosres-
sion.

T do not attempt to set myself up as &
prophet as to when the war will end, hut,
that hridgehead having been established, it
is not teo much to hope, perhaps, that our
next assemblage will be the first after the
declaration of peace. I compliment all see-
tions of the people in Australia on the ex-
cellent manner in which they have conducted
themselves during the vears of war through
which we have passed. Particnlarly would
T express gratitude to the large band of
voluntary workers who, in many ways, have
helped Australia’s war effort. Many of them
have done their ordinary day’s werk and
then tackled another job in the interests of
the nation. To those people we must take
off our hats. Many of our services have har
difficuliy in carrving on, and T wonld pay
a particular compliment to the various trans-
port organisations, partieularly in this State,
T am taking into consideration hoth Govern-
ment and privately owned fransport systems
when T sav that if we appreciate the enor.
mous rvesponsibilities thrust upon those in
control of them, the shortage of manpower
and. what iz even of greater significance,
the shortage of parts required for the veno-
vation of the vehieles concerned, we must
indeed take our hats off to those coneerned
for the excellent manner in which they man-
tained the several serviees in running.

Having dealt with aspects of the war to
that extent, T suggest that we must now look
forward. One of the greatest weaknesses of
Australin—prohably it is realised today ns
never before in our history—is that the coun-
try has found itself with insufficient people
suceessfally to defend its shores. I was sor-
prised to note from the reading of His
Excellenev’s Speceh that the theme that is
80 popular with the Lient.-Governor—I refor



6 {COUNCIL.]

to the populating of the country—was not
mentioned. We should take that matter into
aceount and consider how we can successfully
increase our population. It has to be done;
we eannot shut our eyes to the fact.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Yanks are helping
us.

Hon. (. FRASER: That is so but, of
vourse, they are taking our lady-folk away!
We cannot advance the interests of Western
Australia and Auostralia generally unless we
inerease our population eonsiderably. There
are two ways by which that result may be
aecomplished. The first is to secure the in-
crease of our own population locally, by en-
couraging, so to speak, the Australian-born
migrant. A cursory examination of the posi-
tion emphasises that in the past there has
lreen a serious decling in Australia’s birth
rate. If we cast our minds back to the early
days we find that in most instances the
colonists who settled bere had very large
families. Tf we consider the average family
today we find that it is very small. There
must he some reason for that decline. I do
not know that we have seriously examived
the position to ascertain the cause. When
we take into consideration the faet that in
past years the person with a large family
was praetically left to Lis own resources and
wns required to fend for himself in the in-
terests of his family, we possibly put our
finger on one of the reasons for the shrink-
age in the size of families today.

It must e freely admitted that in earlier
times and until reeent vears those having
large families were left 1o themsclves to
provide education and nmedieal attention
for their respeetive offspring. No aswist-
anee whatever was afforded them. The
result was that many of thuse families
lived on orv below the bread line. If we
were to investirale the matter we would
probably find that most of those who were
formerly members of large families are
today the fathers and mothers of small
families. T am satisfird that the explan-
ation isx that. because of their ehildhood
experiences, they wevre eonvineed it was
impossible for them under existing condi-
tions to rear large families. I am pleased
to sav, however, that in recent vears Aus-
tvalin generally has adopted a  different
attitude. Today, viewing the matter from
the national point of view, some assistance
is being given to per<ons with large fami-
lies. A svstem of child endowment has

heen introduced.  Certainly the amounts
provided are not very large, but at any
rate something is being done along these
lines. '

We also find that attempts are bheing
made to deal with the greatest tragedy of
ail, one of the greatest inducements to
people not to have large families, If the
hushand in the days T speak of were an
ordinary worker he conld not, because of
the low wages paid in industry, make pro-
vision for iusuranees s0 as to saferua t
the interests of his family should anything
happen to him. Under those cireumstanees
if the man died his widow and children
were left to the merey of a cold world. Of
course, in later days we have had the Child
Welfare Department to  which widows
eoild apply for help, but the assistanee
rendered by the department has not been
extensive and certainly not sufficient to en-
able the widow to look after herself and
provide for her children in the manner we
would desire. Today suome relief is af-
forded in that widows’ pensions have leen
provided. We also find that consideration
is being given to the provision of medical
and mediginal requirements, When this
latter step beecomes an accomplished fact,
T think that, eombined with the other im-
provements T have mentioned, together
with n system of unemplovinent insuranee
and sickness benefits, we will go a long way
towards finding a solution for the reasons
that have actuated pevsens in having small
families.

Hon. J. Cornell: Youa will have to go
lot deeper into the prob'em than that,

Hon. (i. ¥RASER: JAdmittedly T have
not gone into the matter deeply at this
stage, for time will not nrllow wme 10 do
so taday. The faet remains that in Aus-
tralia we are doing something along the
required lines, and when these henefieial
moves beeome nceomplished facts, T trust
we shall see a gradunl increase in the
population of Australia. Wr must realize
that if we cannot increase our population
very appreciahly loenlly. the necessity will
arise for us to secure population from else-
where.  While T fully rvealise that it is
necessary for Austraiia’s population to bhe
very eonsiderably augiwented, T trust that,
no immigration policy will he rushed ahead
during the early vears nfter the war is eon-
cluded. T express that hope for the reason
that T heliecve that thronghont the world
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there will, in the early post-war years, be
s0 mueh work to bz undertaken by the
various nations that if we were to rush
forward with an immigration poliey, we
would not get the right type of migrant.
I vemember quite well, in the years just
prior to the 1914-18 war, when thousands
of migrants were brought here under the
immigration poliey that was adopted at
that time. 1 saw the migrants leaving the
boats at Fremantle and going to the Immi-
grants’ Home from which they were sent
into the country districts. T appreciated
the fact even then thal a vastly different
inunigration policy was required if we were
to seeure newcomers of the type we desired
for Western Australin. I do not wish to
see 1 repetition of any scheme sneh as that
inawgurated in those days.

Hon. A. Thomson: The majority of those
people praved ta be mond citizens.

Hon, G. FRASE1: Quite a number of
them did: quite a number of them did not
prave to he pood eitizens. I had to take
‘action to assist quite a number of them to
seenre their passages back to England. I
freely admit it was nol the fault of the
individual himself. 1 think it had a lot
to do with the manner in whieh the inimi-
grants were obtained and the parts of Bri-
tain from which thoy came,

Hon. A. Thomsen: The trouble was that
men were brought from crowded eities snd
put on the land.

Hon. . FRASER : Exaectly. I think alse
that many people were able to get a rake-
off when they sceured immigrants and they
were not too particular as to the type of
person they secured. T admit that many
of them proved to be good ecitizens. All
the same, there were some failures at that
time. As mentioned by Mr. Thomson,
many people were brought out here to farm
who were quite unsuvited for that pursuit.
As I have alveadv spid, T do not blame
individuals. Many of the migranis who
eame to Western Australia had heen city
dwellers from the time of their birth uotil
they were hrought’ here and shanghaied
into the rural areas, They were plaeed in
an abseclutely impossible position.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Thev eame out for
the very purpose of heing placed on the
land.

Hon. (. FRASER: We were not too par-
tieular as to the parts of the gountry in
which we settled those migrants. I daresay

Australian city-bred people would have
shown as many failnres undey similar con-
ditions. After the cessation of hostilities
there will be so much reconstruction work
to do that one does not know where to turr
in order to ohtain the necessary labour.
The subject is one which should receive the
serious consideration of Australian publie
men before any attempt is made to imple-
men: a secheme. Personally I would preutly
prefer child migration fto adult migration.
From child migrants we ean obtain settlers
suited to this country in far larger meas-
ure than from adult migrants. Bringing
adults from the other side of the world,
away from their friends and relatives, is
to make n transference in connection with
which it will he extremely difficult to pro-
duee satisfactory settlers,

Hon. A. Thomson: Buf our forefathers
were fairly suecessful!

Hon. W. J. Mann: These people came of
their own free will.

Hon, . FRASER: People often do
things of their own free will and later feel
very sorry for having done them. The
subject, however, is a very large one, and
will have to he tnckled in an extremely
serions manner. One of the first things to
receive the attention of Australian states-
mer. will be the housing problem. His Ex-
celleney's Speech mentions that propusals
to overtake the howsing shortage are now
being put in hand, However, there will he
so much compctition for the limited num-
ber of tradesmen available that it is highly
desirable only the most nrgent jobe shonld
he done by the Government, so that the
surplus of tradesmen from that aspeet ean
2o on to the necessary work of home builad-
ing. Prior to the war the average number
of buildings ervected annually was about
3,000. During the last four years building
construction of that tvpe has not taken
place. Consequently the metropolitan area
is about 12,000 houses short. It is evi-
dent that a considevable leeway has to he
overtaken in that regard alone. In view of
the limited number of tradesmen, to which
I bave already veferred, it seems that at
least 10 years will be required to overtake
arrears in housing accommodation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That statement shows
the foolishness of the restrietion on ap-
prentiees in the past.

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member's
contention s not very sound, but I shall
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not deal with it af this stage. Other ocea-
sions will present themselves for discussing
the subject. The urgent necessity, I re-
peat, is for the building of homes, Many
commercial concerns ave in need of exten-
sions of premises. 1 hope that the man-
agements of those concerns will be patri-
oti¢ enough Lo put in hand only such exten-
stons as are absolulely indispensable, and
that thus the majority of fradesmen will
he left to apply themselves to home-build-
ing. The Speech alsu eontains a reference
to the slum problem. 7That reference will
be welcomed by many members. XNever-
theless I hope that the slum problem will
nol be tackled until the neeessary work of
home-building has been done. In the past
we have adopted a peliey of allowing sub-
urbs to heeome fairly extensive before
dealing with the wmatter of sewerage. T
trust that if the necessary manpower is
available, sewerage work will proeced
simultaneously with the development of
new suburbs, so that while the homes are
being built sewerage connections can be
made. There are several areas which, im-
mediately upon the cessation of the war,
will beeome hives of huilding industry.
I refer particularly to land south of the
river, to Canning Bridpe and Appleeross.
Tn those areas are numerous sites suitable
for the bailding of hoines adjacent to the
citv. I repeat that builders will become
extremely active in those areas immedi-
ately after the cessation of hostilities. His
Excelleney's Speech exhibits a naw fen-
ture in that it contains more forecasts of
departmental  proposals than any other
Speeeh to which T have listened in  this
Chamber.  Proposed legislation emhraces
many subjects.

Hon. A. Thomson: Some of those propo-
eals have boen mentioned manv times al-
ready. '

Hon. G. FRASER: Judging from the
ountburst during the Licut.-Governor's Speech
one matter that will be well debated is the
liberalising of the Council franchise. Men-
tion was also made in the Speech of indus-
trial, agrvieultural and social legislation, I
hope members will give to the industrial
measures to be submitted the same sym-
pathetie considerntion that they will give to
the agricultural and pastoral legislation.

Hon. J. Cornell: They always have done
that.

Hon. G, FRASER: If they have, I cannot
recolleet any industrial legislation that has
been passed in reeent years, I may have a
bad memory but I have no such reeollection.

Hon., J. Cornell: The late Alex MMe-
Callum's Industrial Arbitration Aet was the
best in the world.

Hon. G, FRASER: That was 20 vears
ago, T was veferring to legislation passed
in recept years. Shonld I say, then, that
at least 90 per cent. of industrial legislation
submitted to this Chamber bhas not heen
passed? T repeat that T hope as much symn-
pathetie consideration will be given to indns-
trial measures as is given to Bills designed
to assist the agricultural industry.

Hon. L. Craig: Who said there were nuy !

Hon. G. FRASER: They are on the pro-
gramme.  Much agrienltural legislation has
heen submitted in vecont vears and  the
measures reeeived good support from this
side of the TTouwse. O friends of the
Country Party have had a change of name.
Tley now belong to the Country and Demo-
cratic Leagie. T hope they will live up to
what is implied in the word “democratic.”
T am wondering whether on the billheads
and tetter-heads of the new organisation
there will be a query after the word “demo-
eratie.” If so, the query will he answered
in the next fow months. 1 ean see quite an
interesting session ahead of us and hope
that, after having faced the electors, many
of our members have come bhack with the
dotermination in futare to give greater sup-
port to industrial and soeial legislation than
they extended in the past. Morve informa-
tion enncerning prospeetive legislation hos
been supplied in the Governor's Speech on
fhis neeasion than in the past, and that = a
change in the right direction. T hope that
change will be perpetuated to an even greater
extent in the future, The people of Ans-
tralia and of this State are to be eompli-
mented on  the oxeellent judgment they
showed in rcturning the Tabour Party to
power in both the Federal and State spheres,
By their decision they have endorsed the
activities of the Willeock Government in this
State over 2 nnmber of veavs and, in the
Federal nvena, have given a vote of rcon-
fidence to n tman who T consider will he
acclaimed in history as onc of Australia’s
greatest Prime Ministers, and also to his fol-
lowers, I feel sure the people will not
regret the decision they made on those oc-
easions.
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Hon, T. Moore: Time has already told.

Hon. G, FRASER: A matter which has
agitated the public wmind for seme thme is
the future of the Swan River, Many have
heen disturbed in the last few months by
rumours that poriions of the rviver will he
leased to aviation companies immediately
aftor the war, Part of the people’s play-
ground has heen (aken away from them dur-
ing the war and there have been no very
serious  complaints  beeause it has  been
realised that the river is vequired for war
purposes. T refer partienlarly to Crawley
Bay. There i~ no douht the commereial air-
lines are endeavouring to obtain the right
to utilise this avca after the war. The Gov-
ernment has not made anv deeision on the
matter but T would like the Chief Sceretary,
when replying to the debate, to mive us, if
possible, some indication as to the Govern-
ment's intentions.

Hon, A. Thowmson: If vou do not want
airliners to land in Perth, send them to
Albany: we will have them.

Hon. (i. FRASER: T suppose there are
other sites available but we should de our
hest to reserve for the use of the people
the one T mentioned. The slogan through-
ont the metropelitan area is, “Hands off the
river,” so far as using it for connereial
avialion iz coneerned. Tt is the people’s
playground and as this city extends there
will not he many other such rveserves left
for them. T hope the Government will make
an carly announcement regarding its policy
in that eonnection.

J. Cornell: Time will tell.
G. FRASER: Yes, but that is my

HON. T. MOORE
mally second the motion.

On motion by Hon, C. P. Baxter, de-
hate adjourned,

(Centrald: T for-

House adjowrned at 358 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at noon,
pursuant to Proclamation by His FExcelleney
the Lieutenant-Governor, which prociama-
tion was read by the Clerk (Mr. ¥, G
Steery).

MESSAGE—OPENING BY COM-
MISSIONER.

A Message from His Execellency's Com-
missioner requested the attendance of mem-
bers of the TLegislative Assembly in the
Legislative Couneil Chamber. Hon. mem-
bers having weeordingly preceeded to that
Chamber and heard the Commission vead,
they returned to the Assembly Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

H's Honour My, Justiee Dwyer, having
been commissioned by the Licutenant-Gov-
ernor, appeared in the Assembly Chamber
to administer to members the onth of allegi-
ance to His Majesty the King.

The Clerk produced cloction swrits show-
ing the return of 30 members; alse writs
for hy-cleefions for North-Fast Fremantle
{Ministerial}, and for Avon and Swan.

All the members eleeted, with the excep-
tion of My, Abbott, Hon. A, A M. Caverley.
Mr. Newton, Mr. Raphael, Mr. Stvants and
Mr. Wilson were present, and took and =nh-
sevibod the path as remuived by statute and
sirned the roll,

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
THE PREMIER: The House heing duly
constituted, T now move—

That Mr. Sleeman do take the Chair of this
House as Speaker,



